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mannin Jerusalem

JIf Eichmann went to the gallows with great-dignity. He
a bottle of red wine and had ‘drunk half of it. He refused. the
he Protestant minister, the Reverend William Hull, who offered
the Bible with him: he had only two more hours to live, and
re no ‘‘time 8.2.%8.: He walked the fifty yards from his cell to
xecution chamber. calm and erect, with his hands bound behind him.
he wcmam tied his ankles and knees, ‘he asked nrnﬂdao loosen the
s so_that he could stand straight. “I don’t need that,” he said - when -
Jack hood ‘was offered him. He was in complete command of hims~
he was more: he was completely himself. Nothing nocﬁvgnn
ated this:more convincingly.than the grotesque silliness .of his last
He begare by stating emphatically that he was a ‘Gottglaubiger, to ex=
ommon Nazi fashion that he was no Christian-and did not be-
life after death. He then proceeded: “‘After a short while,
en, we shall all meet again. Such is ‘the fate of all men. Long live
7, long live Argentina, long live Austria. . shall not \&w&. them.” In
£ death, he had found the cliché used in funeral oratory. Under
allows, his memory played him,the last trick; he was “elated” and he
hat this was his own funeral. = - - e

was as though-in those last minutes he was summing ,c,@.nrn Jesso
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this ;Hosm, course.in. human wickedness: had taught Go—the . lesson:of

arsome, word-and-thought-defying banality of evil.{
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"EPILOGUE

the eyes of the Jews, thinking exclusively in terms of their own his-
the Gatastrophe that had befallen them under Hitler, in v which a third
naoEm perished, appeared not as the most recent of crimes; the un-
dented crime of genocide, but, on the contrary, as the oldest ‘crime
knew and remembered. This misunderstanding, almost inevitable if
-onsider not OE% the facts of Jewish history but.also, 'and more im-.
nt, ﬁ?w.,nmﬁman@éwwrm?mﬁoin& self-understanding, is: actually at the
of all the failures and shortcomings of the Jerusalem trial. None of the
cipants ever arrived-at a clear understanding of the actual horror of
thwitz, which is of a different nature from all the mﬁ.ommﬂnw of the past,
e it appeared to prosecution and_judges alike as not-much more

4 the most horrible pogrom in Jewish history. They therefore believed
irect line existed from-the early. anti-Semitism of the Nazi Party to
uremberg Laws and from there to the expulsion of Jews from the
and, finally, to the gas chambers. Politically and legally, however,




